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CONFIDENTIAL BRASILIA 0658 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: ENRG, EGEN, BR 

SUBJECT: CIEC DIALOGUE 

REF: (A) STATE 15466, (B) STATE 9962 

1 . SUMMARY: DCM PRESENTED US VIEWS PER REF A TO 

FONMIN CHIEF OF CABINET SOUTO MAIOR. LATTER SAID THE G-19 WERE 

SPLIT ON QUESTION OF DURATION AND FREQUENCY OF COMMISSION MEETINGS. 

HE SAID HE DOUBTED THAT THE AGENDA COULD BE DISPOSED OF IN 

SHORT MEETINGS, AND PROPOSED THAT COMMISSIONS 

ESTABLISH TECHNICAL WORKING GROUPS TO FOCUS ON DETAILED 

ASPECTS OF THE AGENDA. EMBASSY REQUESTS DEPT. REACTIONS TO 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BRASIL 00658 232210Z 

THIS IDEA. END SUMMARY. 
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2. ON JANUARY 22 DCM PRESENTED US VIEWS ON DURATION AND 
FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS OF CIED COMMISSIONS, TO AMB. SOUTO MAIOR, 
FOREIGN MINISTER S CHIEF OF CABINET. 

SOUTO MAIRO, CHAIRED THE BRAZILIAN DELEGATION 
AT RECENT G-19 MEETINGS IN PARIS, AND IS CLOSELY TIED 
IN WITH BRAZILIAN CIEC PLANNING. DCM EMPHASIZED STRONG US 
INTEREST IN SHORT METINGS. 

3. SOUTO MAIOR REPLIED THAT DURING THE G-19 MEETINGS THERE 
WERE COUNTRIES WHICH AGREED SUBSTANTIALLY WITH THE US 
POSITION TO LIMIT MEETINGS TO ONE WEEK'S DURATION. OTHERS, 
HOWEVER, SEEMED TO ENVISAGE VIRTUALLY CONTINUOUS SESSIONS. 

THERE WOULD HAVE TO BE A COMPROMISE SOMEWHERE IN BETWEEN, 

HE SAID. HE AGREED WITH THE US THAT MANY COUNTRIES WOULD 
HAVE DIFFICULTY SPARING FOR LONG PERIODS OF TIME HIGH POWERED 
OFFICIALS WHO WERE AT THE SAME TIME FAMILIAR WITH THE DETAILS 
AND BACKGROUND OF PROBLEMS BEING CONSIDERED IN THE COMMISSIONS, 
BUT EXPRESSED DOUBT THAT THE COMMISSIONS COULD DISPOSE OF 

THE PRESSING AGENDA ITEMS ON THE BASIS OF THREE-TO-FIVE 
DAY MEETINGS EVERY FOUR TO SIX WEEKS. THE NINETWEEN WILL 
FAVOR SIMULTANEOUS MEETINGS OF ALL FOUR COMMISSIONS, SOUTO 
MAIOR SAID. 

4. SOUTO MAIOR THEN DISCUSSED WITH CONSIDERABLE EN- 
THUSIASM THE IDEA OF TECHNICAL WORKING GROUPS TO FOCUS ON 
CERTAIN DETAILED ASPECTS OF THE AGENDA ITEMS AND TO POINT 
UP AREAS OF DISAGREEMENT BEFORE THESE ITEMS ARE NEGOTIATED 
IN THE COMMISSIONS. THIS WOULD SPARE THE TIME OF HIGH- 
POWERED COMMISSIONS DELEGATES. HE FORCAST THAT THIS 
DEVICE WOULD BE ADOPTED BY AT LAST SOME COMMISSIONS. 

HE ASKED WHAT THE US THOUGHT OF THE IDEA OF TECHNICAL 
WORKING GROUPS. 

5. DESCRIBING THE LATEST G-19 MEETING, SOUTO MAIOR SAID 

THE MAJOR CONCERN OF THE BRAZILIAN DELEGATION WAS OVER THE 
INDESCRIMINATE PILING ON OF ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE 
COMMISSIONS. EACH DELEGATION INSISTED ON HAVING ITS OWN 
FAVORATE SUBJECTS LISTED, WITH RESULT THAT AGENDAS BECAME 
IMPOSSIBLY LONG. AT THE END OF THE MEETING, THE BRAZILIAN 
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DELEGATION SUGGESTED AN EFFORT TO RANK THE ITEMS IN 
PRIORITY ORDER, BUT THE IDEA WAS LOST IN THE ADJOURNEMENT 
SHUFFLE. 

6. DCM FURNISHED SOUTO MAIOR THE LIST OF HEADS OF US 
DELEGATIONS TO THE COMMISSIONS. SOUTO MAIOR SAID THE 
GOB WOULD FURNISH US ITS LIST AS SOON AS THE DELEGATIONS 
ARE SELECTED. 
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7. COMMENT. IDEA OF TECHNICAL WORKING GRUPS, AS SOUTO MAIOR 
EXPRESSED IT, IS GENERAL AND HENCE SOMEWHAT VAGUE. 

FOR INSTANCE, HE DID NOT MAKE CLEAR WHETHER 
THE WORKING GROUPS WOULD FUNCTION MAINLY TO PREPARE 
STUDIES RELATED TO AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE COMMISSIONS (I.E., A 
FUNCTION CLOSE TO THAT OF A SUBSTANTIVE SECRETARIAT), OR 
WHETHER THE WORKING GROUPS WOULD MEET AS A "LOW-LEVEL'' 
COMMISSION (I.E., TRY TO ACHIEVE CONSENSUS ON CERTAIN ISSUES, 
PROPOSE AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE COMMISSIONS, ETC.). ALSO, HE 
DID NOT SAY WHETHER HE ENVISIONED MORE-OR-LESS CONTINUOUS 
SESSIONS FOR THE WORKING GROUPS. NONETHELESS, WE WOULD LIKE TO 
BE IN A POSITION TO COMMENT 

ON HIS GENERAL PROPOSAL, IN RESPONSE TO HIS REQUEST. 

8. ACTION REQUESTED: WE WOULD APPRECIATE DEPT'S 
REACTION TO SOUTO MAIOR'S IDEA FOR TECHNICAL WORKING 
GROUPS, AND ANY INFORMATION DEPARTMENT HAS ON PREVIOUS 
EFFORTS TO FLOAT THIS IDEA. 

CRIMMINS 
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